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• Who’s doing what?
• Doing more? Differently?
General capabilities in the Australian 
Curriculum – what?
• In the Australian Curriculum, the 
general capabilities are addressed 
through the content of the learning 
areas
oContent descriptions - where they are 
developed or applied in the learning 
areas
oElaborations - where they offer 
opportunities to add depth and richness 
to student learning
General capabilities in the Australian 
Curriculum – what?
• For each general 
capability:
oan introduction that 
describes the nature and 
scope of the capability, its 
place in the learning areas 
and its evidence base (at 
the time of drafting)
oorganising elements and 
sub-elements that 
underpin a learning 
continuum
oa learning continuum, 
across 5 levels
General capabilities in the Australian 
Curriculum – why?
• significant role in realising the goals set 
out in the Melbourne Declaration on 
Educational Goals for Young Australians 
(MCEETYA 2008) 
• describes individuals who can manage 
their own wellbeing, relate well to others, 
make informed decisions about their 
lives, become citizens who behave with 
ethical integrity, relate to and 
communicate across cultures, work for 
the common good and act with 
responsibility at local, regional and global 
levels 
General capabilities – who’s doing what? 
• … don’t actually know the full extent
… a quick Google search
• Victoria – most system wide – a curriculum position through to 
assessment and reporting
• AISSA





Support for the teaching / learning of the 
general capabilities
• Teachers and school leaders
… feedback through the monitoring process
… GONSKI
• Broader community – locally and internationally 
Do more? Differently? … why?
• Students who started in school in 2011, the year after the 
Australian Curriculum was approved, are now in Year 8 
…
• Torii and O’Connell (2017) … although progress is being 
made on embedding the capabilities young people will 
need into the curriculum … some sites of world-leading 
practice in Australia … more to be done to ensure all 
young people are adequately equipped for the future
As an aside … Sydney University …
Doing more, differently
Strategies -
Willingham (2019) Recommends a four-step process to develop 
a program to teach critical thinking: 
1. identify a list of critical thinking skills for each subject domain 
2. identify subject matter content for each domain 
3. plan the sequence in which knowledge and skills should be 
taught 
4. plan which knowledge and skills should be revisited across 
years
Doing more, differently …
What implementation 
strategies can we cite in 
Australia? 
For general capabilities 
or other changes?
What attention do we 




strategies? Aarons, Hurlburt, & Horwitz (2011) 
Doing more, differently …
• How do we share across 
states and territories; across 
school sectors?
As an aside – working with the Center for 
Curriculum Redesign (Charles Fadel)
As an aside – working with the Center for 
Curriculum Redesign
As an aside – working with the Center for 
Curriculum Redesign
As an aside – working with the Center for 
Curriculum Redesign
Doing more, differently … 
• Evidence or some risk taking – which 
one comes first?
• SVA’s E4L provides a great model
• Elmore (1996) was (is) very clear … 
The issue of getting to scale with good 
educational practice (in the US) 
requires nothing less than deliberately 
creating and reproducing alternatives 
to the existing flawed institutional 
arrangements and incentives 
structures.
What could lift all the boats?
• More explicit and structured engagement with what is actually in the 
Australian Curriculum; with agreement to provide feedback on it how 
could be improved, by teachers
• (Even) more support for the teaching of the general capabilities –
resources for schools and teachers; for teaching and assessing; 
shared across systems and sectors; with a process and commitment 
to improve these based on feedback from teachers
• A strategic plan(s) for the exploration, preparation, implementation 
and sustainment of quality teaching (of the general capabilities)
• Structures and processes that promote, and expect, learning and 
dissemination of proven professional practices, new or improved
Thankyou
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